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Jos xxviii. 28. 
Behold the Fear of the Lord that is M. ſdom, and 
to depart from Evil is Underſtanding. 


N the former part of this chapter the dif- 
1 ficulty of acquiring wiſdom is ſpoken of, 
with reference to the works of Creation and 
Providence ; in which the knowledge of 
creatures is extremely ſcanty, ſo that, compa- 
ratively ſpeaking, * it is hid from the eyes of 
all living,” v. 21, *Tis God only who is per- 
fect Maſter thereof, v. 23, &c. whoſe under- 
ſtanding is infinite, and who knows all things, 
as they are all his own works. He looketh 
to the ends of the earth, and ſeeth under the 
whole heaven ; to make the weight for the 
winds, and he weigheth the waters by mea- 
ſure. When he made a decree for the rain, 
and a way for the lightning of the thunder : 
then did he ſee it and declare, or number it ; 
he prepared it, yea and ſearched it out,” 
This is knowledge too high for zs, in which 
with all our pains we can 'make but a very 
ſmall progreſs. My text therefore is intro- 
duced as the language of God himſelf to man- 
A 2 kind, 
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kind, informing them what is their true wiſ- 


dom, and what ſhould be the chzef, as it will 
be, the moſt adequate and valuable employment 
of their time and thoughts. And unto 
man he ſaid, Behold, the fear of the Lord that 
is wiſdom, and to depart from evil is under- 


landing. Tis expreſſed in an emphatical 


and folemn manner, to denote the importance 
of the inſtruction it conveys, and that it de- 


mands our cloſeſt attention. The fear of the 


Lord is our proper ſtudy, and to learn to de- 
part from evil is making the beſt uſe of our 


underſtanding, Infinite Wiſdom here aſſures 


us, that to be 7ruly religious is to be 7rul 


wiſe. 
For the fear of God, which is an eſſential 
part, or a conſtituent principle of real religion, 


is often put for the whole of it, eſpecially in 


the Old Teſtament, and ſeems to be ſo here, 


and to be explained by departing from evil, 
as equivalent with it, as wiſdom and under- 


ſtanding are alſo uſed as ſynonimous terms, 


for emphaſis fake. So in P/. cxi. 10. tis ſaid, 


* the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wiſdom, and a good underſtanding have all 


they that do his Commandments.” 


I To 
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To fear God, to depart from evil, to do 
his commandments, or to be truly religious, 


is then to have a good underſtanding, or to 


be truly wiſe. There is indeed a /avy/þ fear 
of God, which is the ſource of ſuperſtition, 
but not of real religion. It is founded in ig- 
norance of God, and miſtake of his character, 
and implies a dread of him, as an auſtere and 
arbitrary being; reſpects only his power and 
vengeance, and fo nouriſhes a ſecret diſlike 
and enmity to him, or drives men from a 
ſenſe of guilt, to vain and inſignificant, or ab- 


ſurd, and ſometimes barbarous expedients to 


appeaſe him. But the truly religious fear of 
God, is an ingenuous and filzal diſpoſition of a 
renewed*mind. It is founded in a rational 


and habitual conviction of God's glorious Be- 


ing, and perfect Character; it views him as 
the wiſe and good, as well as the powerful 
and righteous Governor of the world, and as 
a reconciled and rtherciful Father to penitent 
offenders, thro' Jeſus Chriſt; and together 
with a deep veneration for him, it implies a 
free, unreſerved obedience, and cordial ſub- 
miſſion to his will, expreſſed in every rational, 
or every divinely appointed way, which is the 
ſubſtance of religion. 

Having 


2 2 8 : — * the e IT A, . 
——̃ — — 1 2 
. - - =X. * * 


6 The Wiſdom' of being religious. 
Having juſt premiſed this brief deſcription 
of the fear of God, as expreſſive of true reli- 
gion in general; what J further propoſe from 
the text, is to evince the truth of the aſſertion 
it contains, or ſhew the wiſdom of being reli- 
g10us, with a particular view to its being de- 


ſcribed here by fearing God. Tis emphati- 


cally called wiſdom in the text. © The fear 


of the Lord that is wiſdom,” tis eminently, 
and indeed only ſo ; for without it, no parts, 
nor learning can denominate a man truly wile. 
So 'tis elſewhere * called © the beginning of 
wiſdpm ;” the firſt part in order, to be laid as 
the baſis, or rather, as the Hebrew + may 
import, the capital and principal, the firſt 


part in value, of all that can be called wiſ- 
dom. In the text 'tis tefmed wiſdom itſelf. 


As the ancient Stoic Philoſophers called the 
man of Virtue Sapzens, the Wiſe, and the vi- 
cious perſon, the Fool ; which is agreeable to 
the common language of Scripture, that for 
the moſt part by the Fool means the wicked 
man, wickedneſs being the height of folly ; 
as, on the contrary, true piety is the perfection 
of wiſdom. 


* Prop. i. 7 ix. 10. 1 7 cxi. 10. 
+ TURN? in the two former texts. 


This 
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This 1 hope will eaſily appear from, 


I. Briefly conſidering what the notion of wiſ- 
dom in general implies. And then, 


II. Applying it in particular to Religion, or 
comparing the latter with the former. 


I. Then let us briefly conſider what the 
general notion of wiſdom implies. 

Now the moſt familiar, and, at the ſame 
time, juſt account of wiſdom, I think, is this: 
*Tis the knowledge and choice of the proper 
means, and a habit of making proper uſe of 
them, for attaining ſome really valuable end, 
or procuring happineſs. It implies knowledge, 
without which, in ſome degree, the heart and 
life can but be bad. There muſt be ſome 
acquaintance with things, in order to diſcern 
what is really good and worthy our choice, 
and in order to pitch upon ſuch means as are 
ſuitable for attaining it. But mere know- 
ledge, or ſpeculation, does not come up to 
the character of wiſdom. A man may have 
a great deal of {kill in the ſciences, or a large 
acquaintance with the world, and know his 
own intereſts in it very well, and yet have no 
government of himſelf, no conduct to proſe- 
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cute his intereſts. Such a one, we pity. as a 


LS; Oy 


very weak, inſtead of regarding him as a wiſe 
man ; and his knowledge, that has no influ- 
ence on his conduct, does but aggravate his 


- folly. A thirſt after knowledge, merely for 


the ſake of knowing, is but vain curioſity ; 
only to make a ſhew of it, is vain glory ; but 
to acquire knowledge, in order to apply it to 
the uſe of life, is the proper office of wiſdom, 


which is ſaid to dwell with Prudence *. 


Mere knowledge, or ſpeculation, ſays an ex- 
cellent writer Þ, is like the light of the moon, 
which men generally ſleep by ; while wiſdom 
is like the light of the ſun, which calls them 
up to, and guides them in, the ' buſineſſes of 
life, *Tis therefore a knowledge which re- 
lates to, and is carried into practice, which is 
implied by wiſdom. And a man's wiſdom 
eſpecially appears in the end which he makes 
choice of, or what he purſues, and alſo in the 
means he fixes upon, in order to obtain it, and 
his method of applying them. It argues great 
weakneſs, to be deceived with an apparent 
inſtead of a real good, and to make that the 
object of our purſuit; or when we have fixed 

* Prov. viii. 12. 

+ Dr. Bates, ſee his works, p. 929. 
our 
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The Wiſdom of being religious. 9 
our aim on the attainment of ſomething 
really valuable, to take ſuch meaſures as 
may be eafily diſcovered to have little, or 
none, or even a contrary tendency thereto; 
or to be remiſs in making uſe of ſuch as are 
proper. While the more excellent and ſuit- 
able is the end we purſue, the more certain 
the means we make uſe of, and the more 
vigorous and conſtant we are in our applica- 
tion to attain it, the higher do we advance in 
the character of being truly wiſe. To which 
I ſhould add, that there muſt be a ſubordina- 
tion in our choice and purſuit of the /eſs to 
the more valuable End. To proceed then, 


II. To apply this general account of VV 
dom to Religion, particularly as deſcribed by 
the Fear of God, and we ſhall ſee their FA 
connection. As, 

In the 1ſt place, Religion is founded in 
Knowledge. Tis the moſt noble and grand 
of all knowledge, which is at the baſis of 
true godlineſs. Tis the knowledge of 
God and Yeſus Chrift, of the true and liv- 
ing God, who made heaven and earth, and 
of Jeſus Chriſt the wonderful and glorious Re- 

NG Ys dcemer 
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deemer of this loſt and ruin'd world, in 
which eternal life conſiſts “. And the fear 
of God implies a ſenſe of his Being and 
Perfections, a rational conviction of the Ex- 
cellencies that are found in him, to render 
him worthy of the profound Veneration of 


his creatures. Whatever are the exerciſes of 


true religion, whatever acts of the mind, or 


whatever paſſions tis deſcribed by, whether 


faith, or hope, or love, or fear, they have 
all a reaſonable connection with each other, 
and are all built on knowledge. When the 


ſerious Cbriſtian fears, and obeys, and ſub- 
mits to the will of God, 'tis to him, of whoſe 


Being and Providence, of whoſe power, wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs he has a clear knowledge, 
and as ſtrong a conviction, as of any thing 
beſides his own exiſtence, He knows in 
* whom he has believed” +, when he com- 
mitted his ſoul to Chriſt; he has truſted a 
friend with whom he is well acquainted, and 
of whoſe fidelity, ability and readineſs to 
take the charge of it, he has abundant evi- 
dence, Ignorance may be the mother of 


popiſh Devotion, but not of Chriſtian Piety. 
The religion of Feſus Cbriſt does not require 


* John Xvii. 3. +2 Tim. i. 12, 
| us 


IS 
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us to ſhut our eyes and pay it a blind vene- 
ration ; but invites and commands us to look 
cloſely into it, to ſearch and examine its pre- 
tenſions, and exerciſe our underſtandings upon 
its laws and doctrines; that it may deter- 
mine and engage our will and affections to 
receive and embrace it, in a rational man- 


ner, becoming our natures. : 

2dly. As wiſdom conſiſts in applying our 
knowledge to practice, or uſing the means 
to obtain the end; ſo tis a practical know- 
ledge that conſtitutes religion. As even that 
faith in Chriſt, which is the gate into the 
kingdom of Grace, or the Goſpel -ſlate, was 
obſerved to be built on a ſufficient acquain- 
tance with his miſſion and character, fo that 
faith, according to Rom. x. 10. is not merely 


an aſſent of the mind, but implies alſo an 


exerciſe of the heart, or of all the affections 
and other tendencies of the ſoul towards the 
obje& of it, * which it's nature is ſuited to 
excite. Tis therefore oppoſed by St. James 
to a dead or inactive faith; tis a living faith 
which ſhews its exiſtence by its operative 
energy, and the. fruits it brings forth, for 
the ſupport and growth of the Chri/tian 


* See Mr. Barker's Sermons, Sermon VII. 
B 2 in 
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in the divine life. The largeſt ſhare of di- 


vine knowledge floating in' the head, that 


is inaCtive, in a profeſſor of Chriſtianity, will 
not denominate him wiſe to falvation, nor 
truly religious. That which will really be 
the means of ſalvation, muſt be ſuch as has 
a commanding influence on the heart and 
temper, and leads to practice, directs and 
governs our conduct in life. So the Apoſtle 
James calls it © the wiſdom from above, 
and deſcribes it to be © pure, peaceable, gen- 
4e tle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of mer- 
« cy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
e without hypocriſy.” And the fear.of God, 
as it is a religious paſſion, is powerfully ope- 
rative, in producing obedience and ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the will of that Great and Good God, 
whoſe glory and perfections repreſent them- 
ſelves” ſo fully, and bear themſelves with 
ſuch ſtrength and weight into the mind, as 
to raiſe awe and eſteem, love and fear toge- 


ther; ſo that according to the Pſalmiſt's cha- 


racter of the good man, *© he fears the Lord, 

& and delights greatly in his command- 

ments +”. Thus religion conſiſts in no idle, 

inefficacious ſpeculations ; but in an acquaint- 
James iii. 17. 3 -P/al. .. 
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The Wiſdom of being religious. 13 
ance with principles that tend to the go- 
vernment of the heart and life, and in a 
habit- of applying and making proper uſe of 
them, which is an eſſential of wiſdom. But, 
2dly, The wiſdom of being truly reli- 
gious is eſpecially apparent in the End which 
it propoſes, as that is no leſs than the real 
proper happineſs of our natures. Tis upon 
this account that religion conſtitutes the per- 
fection of wiſdom; as it makes the moſt 
perfect end, or the chief Good our choice, 
and the ſupreme object of our purſuit ; that 
which is alone capable of ſatisfying all our 
deſires, is ſuited in it's nature and perma- 
nency to the make and duration of our ſouls, 
and which when once obtain'd muſt render 
us at eaſe, completely bleſſed and happy; 
and that is the enjoyment of the all- perfect 
and all- ſufficient God, as our everlaſting por- 
tion, Other things can only be good, as they 
are ſubſervient in ſome reſpect or other to 
this, which is the great end of an intelligent 
creature's Being, whoſe wiſdom appears in 
purſuing em but in ſubordination to is, 
and this ſupremely. And 'tis the neglecting 
this, the chief Good, and making the world 
and it's periſhing objects their portion, that 


4 gives 
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gives occaſion for the Scriptures of Truth, 
to brand the men of the world with the cha- 
rater of Fools. They ſuffer thetnſelves to be 
ſo groſsly impoſed upon by their paſſions and 
appetites, as to miſtake that which is nothing 
in itſelf, yea leſs than nothing and vanity, 


for a ſubſtantial Good and their only happi- 


neſs. Whereas religion, by teaching us to 
follow in our choice, affections and purſuits, 
the order of excellency God has eſtabliſhed 
in things, makes our wiſdom appear even in 
the purſuit of this world, as only in ſubor- 


dination to a better, where we expect ſolid, 


complete and everlaſting happineſs. 

Religion propoſes to us, and when it pre- 
vails in the heart and life, puts us in pol- 
ſeſſion 

1. Of preſent happineſs; that is, the great- 
eſt . of happineſs which 1s to be had in 
this depraved, imperfect ſtate. There's no 
perfect happineſs to be found upon earth; 
the ſoil is grown too rank, ſince fin entered 
into our world, to produce ſo fine a plant. 
'Tis what neither Saint nor Sinner can taſte 
of here; but as there's a mixture of good and 
evil in the Be, in this life, ſo there's a cup 
mingled with happineſs and miſery put into 
their 
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their hands. But there's no ſuch thing as 
any real happineſs, any that will ſatisſy the ra- 
tional part, and approve itſelf to the mind, 
upon reflection, eſpecially in the views of ap- 
proaching death, except what ſprings from re- 
ligion. The pleaſures of ſenſe in their va- 
rious ſorts, the luſts of the fleſh and of the 
eye, and the pride of life, are all too mean 
and baſe, too coarſe, to let the name of hap- 
pineſs be wrote legibly upon them. And 
the entertainments and purſuits of the mind, 


ſuch as learning and fame, though muc 


more generous, are too thin and unſubſtantial, 
to give ſolid and laſting ſatisfaction, or to ſup- 
port us in the inevitable afflictions of life, or 
the proſpect of death. All the real happineſs 
we can at preſent enjoy muſt be derived 
from religion, which commences the return 
of the ſoul to it's own proper good, as Seneca 
ſomewhere expreſſes it, and which, he de- 
clares, conſtitutes the character of the wiſe 
man. And this the Scripture expreſſes more 
emphatically, by the return of our Souls to 
their reſt in God, © acquainting ourſelves 
« with him, and being at peace.” Ever 
ſince their apoſtaſy from him, they have de- 
parted from true happineſs, and become reſt- 


leſs 
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leſs and uneaſy ; as they can find nothing elſe, 
but what deceives them, and eludes their 
graſp with an empty ſhadow, inſtead of ſub- 
ſtantial bliſs. When the ſoul takes a religious 
turn, as it tends to God, it tends to happi- 
neſs, and begins to taſte ſomething of it, as 
it taſtes his favour, And though. religion 
does not give us a charter of abſolute ex- 
emption from pain and ſorrow, and troubles 
of various kinds in this life, it gives that which 
is more than a ballance againſt them all; it 
gives peace of mind, an internal tranquiliy, 
rectitude and elevation of ſpirit, peace of 
conſcience, a delightful ſenſe of the favour 
of God, and foretaſtes of the enjoyment of 
him. Not to add here, that it frequently pre- 


vents many of the troubles of life, as well as 


provides particular ſupports under them, and 
always takes away the greateſt part of their 
bitterneſs. But, 


2dly. Religion ſets before us /uture, per- 


feet, everlaſting happineſs, as the grand ob- 


je& of our purſuit; that for which our na- 


tures were formed, and without which they 
muſt at laſt be infinitely. miſerable. In the 
midſt of this ſcene of perplexity and diſtreſs, 
with which the world ſurrounds us, and 

which 
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which often pours confuſion upon our 
thoughts, as well as trouble into our hearts, 
ſee, religion ſteps in, and diſplays the ſacred 
volumes, which . ſet all things to rights, by 
directing us to another world; where there is 
a happineſs to be enjoy d, ſuited to our make, 
as ſpiritual and immortal Beings; where there 
is an entire freedom from every external oc- 
caſion of ſorrow; where nothing that hurteth 
can ever enter in, and the wicked ſhall never 
approach to trouble; where the infirmities of 
body and mind, that we are now clogged 
with, ſhall be left quite behind, and all the 
diſorders we now feel with grief and pain 
working in our fouls, ſhall for ever ceaſe ; 
where, in a ſinleſs rectitude and perfection, 
we ſhall enjoy ourſelves, body and ſpirit, each 
refined and adapted for the moſt vigorous and 
mutual exerciſe of their powers, where there 
ſhall be the moſt proper objeas and delight- 
ful ſociety for our continual improvement ; 
where we ſhall be in the immediate preſence 
of the Great and Bleſſed God, the fountain of 
all glory and happineſs, enjoy continual diſ- 
coveries of his perfections, and be conſtantly 
raptured with a ſenſe of his love; and where 
we ſhall abide for ever, thus advancing in 
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bliſs, and growing in likeneſs to him, all 
glorious within and. without. 

Such is the ſalvation with eternal glory, that 
the Goſpel of Chriſt brings us the glad tydings of, 
and which religion teaches us to chuſe, heartily 
endeavour after, and then to look upon as our 
own-;- and eternity will proclaim, through 
all its circling ages, the conſummate wiſdom 
of ſuch a choice as this, and making that 
the chief object of our purſait, which 


God has made the chief end of our Being. 


Further, | 

Athly. Religion not * teaches us, to 
make this real and perfect happineſs our 
choice, but it alſo directs us to, and furniſhes 
us with the infallible means of attaining it. 
To conſider this a little more diſtinctly. 

1ſt. As to preſent happineſs. Though it is 
not to be expected in perfection ('tis not fit it 


ſhould be ſo found in this world, that has 


been and continues to be defiled by fin, till it 
comes to paſs through the purifying flames of 
the great day,) yet religion bids the fajreſt for 
it, and alone furniſhes thoſe ſatisfactions, that 
at all deſerve the name of happineſs, and that 
to a very conſiderable degree. This it does, 


3 
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iſt.” By the femper and conduct in which it 
conſiſts. 4 t 
As true religion is eminently placed in a 
rectitude of heart, a renewing of the ſpirit 
of the mind, through divine grace, where- 
by the Chriſtian is transformed, from a con- 
| I formity in his temper and conduct to this evil 
| world, unto a reſemblance of the holy and 
bleſſed God, it muſt neceſſarily cut off many 
| of the ſprings of miſery, that naturally riſe 
| and ſpread their bitter ſtreams through all the 
enjoyments of life; and it opens many ne- 
) fountains of more fincere pleaſure. Where 
religion commands in the heart, as it bridles 
the paſſions *and appetites, reſtrains them to 
proper objects, and to a limited enjoyment 
of them, within the bounds God and Na- 
ture have ſet, it proportions them to our ca- 
pacities, and gives a pleaſure in enjoying them, 
which the intemperate know nothing of, as 
well as prevents the ſad conſequences, where- 
by they, in their own after-judgment, more 
than pay for their ſhort, and fallacious plea- 
ſures. It prevents thoſe jars and diſtractions 
in ſocial life, which, among the irreligious, 
generally blow up all the fair proſpects of 
happineſs, which the neareſt and deareſt re- 
f. lations promiſe to afford. And then, beyond 
C 2 all, 
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bliſs, and growing in likeneſs to him, all 
glorious within and without. 

Such is the ſalvation with eternal glory, that 
the Goſpelof Chriſt brings us the glad tydings of, 
and which religion teaches us to chuſe, heartily 
endeavour after, and then to look upon as our 
own-;- and eternity will proclaim, through 
all its circling ages, the conſummate wiſdom 
of ſuch a choice as this, and making that 
the chief object of our purſuit, which 
God has made the chief end of our Being. 
Further, 

Athly. Religion not * teaches us, to 
make this real and perfect happineſs our 
choice, but it alſo directs us to, and furniſhes 
us with the infallible cans of attaining it. 
To conſider this a little more diſtinctly. 

1ſt. As to preſent happineſs. Though it is 
not to be expected in perfection ('tis not fit it 


ſhould be fo found in this world, that has 


been and continues to be defiled by fin, till it 
comes'to paſs through the purifying flames of 
the great day,) yet religion bids the fajreſt for 
it, and alone furniſhes thoſe ſatisfactions, that 
at all deſerve the name of happineſs, and that 
to a very conſiderable degree. This it does, 
5 ö 
| 1ſt, 
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rſt.” By the temper and conduct in which it 
conſiſts. | | 
As true religion is eminently placed in a 
rectitude of heart, a renewing of the ſpirit 
of the mind, through divine grace, where- 
by the Chriſtian is transformed, from a con- 
formity in his temper and conduct to this evil 
world, unto a reſemblance of the holy and 
| bleſſed God, it muſt neceſſarily cut off many 
| of the ſprings of miſery, that naturally riſe 
and ſpread their bitter ſtreams through all the 
enjoyments of life; and it opens many ne- 
| fountains of more ſincere pleaſure. Where 
| religion commands in the heart, as it bridles 
the paſſions and appetites, reſtrains them to 
proper objects, and to a limited enjoyment 
of them, within the bounds God and Na- 
ture have ſet, it proportions them to our ca- 
pacities, and gives a pleaſure in enjoying them, 
which the intemperate know nothing of, as 
well as prevents the fad conſequences, where- 
by they, in their own after-judgment, more 
than pay for their ſhort, and fallacious plea- 
ſures. It prevents thoſe jars and diſtractions 
in ſocial life, which, among the irreſigious, 
generally blow up all the fair proſpects of 
{ happineſs, which the neareſt and deareſt re- 
tions promiſe to afford. And then, beyond 
Co: all, 
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all, religion takes out the thorn that lies 
rankling in the heart, and deſtroys all calm, 
ſolid ſatisfaction in any condition of life, I 
mean a ſenſe of guilt, or the ſtings of conſci- 
ence, that habitual ſinners are continually feel- 
ing, and for the wounds of which there's 
no healing balm, but the blood of Chriſt, 
which true religion gives the penitent to ap- 


- ply by faith; and that efficaciouſly ſpeaks peace 


to our troubled fouls. But not to follow the 
religious character at large, only in its fun- 
damental principle, the fear of God. 

As that immediately conſiſts in a reverential 
ſenſe of the glory of his Being and perfections; 
it repreſents him as the only ſuitable portion of 


the ſoul, it's proper happineſs ; whereby it's 


expectations are taken off from the creatures, 
and thoſe diſappointments miſſed, which 
would make it unhappy ; and they are led to 
ſuch an object, as in their preſent, faint, 
diſtant eſſays, affords the ſoul a happineſs 
vaſtly ſuperior, in it's preſent reliſh, to any 
thing elſe it has ever felt, and which it ex- 
ults in the hope of being ever growing 


and ſecure. And as the fear of God implies 


a reſpect to his commandments, it becomes an 
eminent medium of - happineſs ; for there is 
71 S NS: 2 Done 07:21: 24 verily 
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verily a preſent reward in keeping them, 
great internal peace do all thoſe experience, 
* who love the law of God, and nothing ſhall 
offend them.“ + And they find it the firmeſt 


bond even of - outward peace; it tends to 


ſweeten and give a harmony to all the condi- 
tions and relations of life, And then as it 
implies ſubmiſſion to his providential diſpen- 
ſations, what can be more conducive to our 
happineſs? * Contentment is a continual 
feaſt; and Godlinels always teaches us, to 
be content with ſach things as we have,” as 
what our all-wiſe and heavenly Father ſees 
beſt for us. What quiet and ſerenity does it 
give the devout mind, to believe that all things 
are diſpoſed by him, who does all things wiſe- 


ly and well, and has in all a ſteady view to 


it's everlaſting intereſts ? I might add, 
2dly. That religion is the means of preſent 


happineſs, as it intereſts us in the 5% ing of 


God in all our concerns. 


* © Godlineſs has the promſe of the 
life that now is, as well as of that which 
is to come ; and all things work together 
for the good of them that love God. He 
taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, 


+ P/alm cxix. 165. 


* 1 Tim, iv. 8. Rom, viii. 28. Pſ. exlvii. 11. Gen, xxXxii. 12. 


and 
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and will certainly do them good; their trueſt 
and greateſt good he keeps always in view, 
and, as far as will be conſiſtent with that, 
none of the good things of this life will he 
withhold from them. If affluence, eafe and 
comforts of a temporal nature will be good 
for them, they may depend upon the bleſſing 


of God, to proſper them in all their ways; 


and if proſperity comes in upon a temper 
humbly reſigned to his will, they may look 
upon it as coming with his bleſſing, and enjoy 
it with chearfulneſs, as only the overflowings 
of the bounty of that kind hand, which has 
fullneſs of joy to beſtow. 

Which leads me 2dly, to ſhew, that religion 
is the only and 1nfallible means of attaining the 
future, perfect happineſs of eternity, {| 

As that is of chief moment, 'tis what 
religion has chiefly in view; and as all the 
irreligious, however proſperous. here, are 
excluded from it, by the folemn declara- 


tion, that © without holineſs, no man 


ſhall ſee. the Lord; ſo not one religious 
ſoul, however. it may be exerciſed here, and 
toſſed on a ſtormy ocean, ſhall miſs of arriving 
ſafe at the harbour of heavenly reſt and ever- 
laſting felicity. F or, 


„Hob. li. 14. 


Iſt. 
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iſt, There is the promiſe of God to ſecure 
it. +*© This is the promſe he hath promiſed 
us, even eternal life. Godlineſs has the hope 
of eternal life, which God that cannot 
lie promiſed before the world began.” He 
promiſed it to Jeſus Cbriſt for all his people; 
tis made over to him in fruſt for them; and 
when they come to the exerciſe of faith and 
repentance, are brought by true religion, as 
returning prodigals, to humble themſelves be- 
fore God, acknowledging their guilt, abhor- 
ring their ſins, and pleading the charter of 
pardon and falvation, which is publiſhed in 
his Goſpel, and devoting themſelves anew to 
his fear, and love, and ſeryice, they have an 
actual right to this infinite bleſſing conveyed 
to them. The promiſe is their's; and they 
can never loſe their claim, nor be diſappointed 
of the enjoyment of the bleſſing promiſed, as 
long as the God of Truth remains faithful to 
his word, and unchangeable in his love, and 
as long as Jeſus Chriſt retains his Father's 
image, and continues a . faithful High Prieſt 
over all the houſe of God.” How. uncertain 
and precarious is every other low enjoyment ! 
What frequent diſappointments do the men 


+ 1 John, ii, 25. Tit, i. 2. 
: of 
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of the world meet with in their purſuits ! 
But let the Chriſtian rejoice, in the certainty 
and ſtability of that glorious happineſs he has 
had the wiſdom to chuſe. He has the pro- 
miſe both of God the Father, and of eſis 
the Mediator for it, and that thrown into a 
covenant form, and confirmed by oath#, “that 
by two immutable things,” the word and oath 
of God, in which it was impoſſible for God 
to lie, we might have ſtrong conſolation, who 
have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope 
ſet before us; looking for the mercy of God, 
through © our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal 
life.” And, | 

2dly. I might add, Religion is the infallible 
means of bringing us to the enjoyment of the 
perfect happineſs of heaven; as in it's own 


nature it already begins and promotes it in 
our ſouls. The filial reverence and adoration 


of God, conformity to his will, and delight 
in his ways, which conſtitute the religious 
temper and character, and are the honour and 
perfection of our nature, are the grand ingre- 
dients of the heavenly felicity, and the hap- 
pineſs the Chriſtian hopes for, differs from 


what he at preſent taſtes, that which he now 


* Heb. vi. 18. Jude, v. 21. | 
eſteems 
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eſteems his only true happineſs, not in kind, 
but in degree, in it's being pure and unal- 
layed, in its extent and fulneſs, in its con- 
ſtancy and permanency : according to that 
excellent, though plain old maxim, that Grace 
is Glory begun, and Glory is Grace perfected. 

Thus, I hope, the wiſdom of being truly 
religious has been made, in ſome meaſure, ap- 
parent ; as it implies the knowledge and 
choice of the beſt end, and the uſe of infalli- 
ble means for attaining it. 

I ſhall now draw to a cloſe with ſome 
application of the ſubject. And, 

1ſt. Let us reflect, and may young perſons, 
who are juſt entering on a buſy world, parti- 
cularly lay it to heart, how vain will be our 
pretenſions to wiſdom, if, amongſt all our ac- 
quifitions, we neglect religim! How little 
will it fignify, what proficiency we make in 
learning, or polite accompliſhments ; what 
{kill and prudence in laying ſchemes, and in- 
duſtry in proſecuting them, we exerciſe about 


our . worldly affairs; if we are indifferent 


about the knowledge of ſalvation, if we neg- 
le& the © one thing needful, our eternal in- 
tereſts ; if, while we are driving an eager 


trade he — toys and bubbles, that will 
D all 
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all vaniſh on a ſudden, and bankrupt our 
ſculs, we ſufter the pearl of infinite price, 
which would make us for ever, to paſs into 
other hands? While the happineſs of the 
immortal ſoul is neglected, every other em- 
ployment 1s buſy, pernicious idleneſs, and all 


"other knowledge is but ſtudied folly. *Tis 


diſtraction to be careleſs of our ſouls, and to 
let a concern for the preſent, make us uncon- 


cerned what will become of us for ever; 


eſpecially, when that which would ſecure our 


. future happineſs, is alſo the beſt proviſion for 


the preſent. Hear how pathetically the ex- 
cellent Mr. Baxter * expreſſes it. A wretch 
<« that is condemned to die to-morrow, can- 


not forget it. And yet poor ſinners, who 


* continually are uncertain of living an hour, 
ce and are certain ſpeedily, as ſure as they now 


live on earth, of ſeeing the majeſty of the 


Lord, to their inconceivable joy, or terror, 
can forget theſe things, for which they have 
ce their memories, and which, one would 
« think, ſhould drown the matters of this 
„ world, as the report of a cannon does a 
* whiſper, or as the ſun obſcures the pooreſt 
e glow- worm. O wonderful ſtupidity of an 


* See Dr. Bates's works, p. 815. 
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e unrenewed ſoul! O wonderful folly and 
* diſtractedne(s of the ungodly ! That ever 
men can forget, I ſay, that they can forget 
<«« eternal joy, eternal woe, and the eternal 


God, and the place of their eternal, un- 


*© changeable abodes ; when they ſtand even 
** at the door, and there is but. the thin veil 
e of fleſh, between them and that amazing 
« ſight, that eternal gulph, and they are daily 
dying and ſteping in!” Therefore, 

2dly. Let this ſubje have its weight with 
ſuch, as may have never yet in earneſt attended 
to their eternal intereſts, to excite them to the 
wiſdom of being religious, and ſecuring the 
great end and final happineſs of their being, 
O think what.a fooliſh adventure it will 
prove, what an infinite loſs you will ſuſtain 
upon the balance of the account, if you were 
to gain the whole world, (and yet how ſmall 
a part of it will come to your ſhare) and 
thereby loſe your own ſouls, make an eternal 
and irretrievable forfeiture of the proper hap- 
O be wiſe betimes, 
be wiſe for your ſouls, be wiſe for yourſelves, 
be wiſe for eternity, and labour to ſecure your 
everlaſting intereſts, and to arrive at a well- 
grounded hope in the mercy of God, thro' 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of a title to eternal life. 
D 2 Zdly. 
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zdly. Let Chriſtians, who have had the 
wiſdom to chuſe the better part, be concerned 
alſo to ſhew their wiſdom, in a more vigorous 
and conſtant purſuit of it. What pity is it, 
that this article ſhould be ſo much wanting 
as it uſually is, to complete the wiſdom of 
our character! that when we have given the 
due preference in our judgment to eternal 
things, have choſen heaven for our portion, 
and applied to and embraced the proper means 
for obtaining it, with which the Goſpel ac- 
quaints us, we are yet ſo cold and dull, in 
making uſe of them, and ſo little proportion 
our endeavours to the value of the happineſs 
we ſeek ; that our Lord on this account de- 
clares, © the children of this world,” who 
are in fact rangers to true wiſdom, ** to be 
wiſer in their generation than the children of 
light,” Luke, xvi. 8. They diſcover more 
wiſdom, in proſecuting their meaſures for ob- 
taining their falſe and periſhing, than we for 
our true and permanent happineſs. Let the 
rebuke, implied in that compariſon, awaken 
our ſhame, and quicken us to diſplay the 
energy of heavenly wiſdom, in © prefling for- 
ward,” with more ardor and conſtancy, “ to- 
wards the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling 
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calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and, like 
the virgins in the parable, keeping our lamps 
always trim'd and burning, that we may be 
ready to enter into the joy of our Lord, WIR 
ever he comes. 

4thly. Let us ſeek this wiſdom of God, the 
. wiſdom of diſcerning and effectually proſecut- 
ing our everlaſting intereſts. * He is the au- 
thor of every good and perfect gift. There 
is nothing to be done without his aſſiſtance, 
either for our preſent, or future happineſs. 
And He in particular * giveth His wiſdom 
liberally, and upbraideth not, either our 
great unworthineſs, or our continual wants, 
and repeated applications. Tis deſcribed as 
te the wiſdom that comes down from above”; 
let then our prayers be daily aſcending for it to 
the throne of Grace. And then, 


5thly. If we are ſo happy as to be truly re- 
ligious, to be wiſe to falvation, let us give God 

the glory. 
It was He, who, © when our fooliſh 
© heart was darkened, ſhined in with the 
„light of the excellency of his know- 
ce ledge in Chrift Feſus, and made us to 
differ“ from the herd of worldly-minded 
men, and enabled us to diſcern, and chuſe, 
and 
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and purſue the things that differ from, and 
are more excellent than all that the world af- 
fords, the things that will for ever fatisfy 
our immortal ſouls, To Him therefore let 
us offer our conſtant thankſgivings and never 
ending praiſe. 

- 6thly. Let me particularly apply the babies 
in a few words, to the children who are edu- 
cated in the charity-ſchool, for aſſiſting whoſe 
ſupport this day's ſervice is deſigned. Remem- 
ber, my dear young creatures, you are taken 
into this ſchool by generous benefactors, in 
order to ſave you from ignorance and wicked- 
neſs, which is the worſt of all folly, to have 
you taught the wiſdom of being uſeful in the 
world, and able to provide for yourſelves ho- 
neſtly and comfortably in it, and alſo to have 
you taught the wiſdom of being religious, of 
fearing and ſerving God, that you may be 
happy for ever and ever. Be thankful to God 


for ſuch an advantage, pray for your benefac- 


tors, be dutiful to your inſtructors, and be di- 
ligent to improve by their care and inſtruction, 
to make you wiſe and good and uſeful in life. 
But I charge you eſpecially to mind the in- 
ſtructions you have in Religion. Remember 
that will be your trueſt wiſdom; the fear of 

God, 


; \ 
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God, deeply impreſſed upon your tender hearts 
in childhood, will be your beſt guard and 
preſervative againſt the ſnares that attend youth, 
when you come out into the world; it will be 
your ſupport and comfort, under whatever 
troubles you may meet with in life; it will 
ſecure you the favour and bleſſing of God, to 
conduct you ſafe through this world; and 
above all, it will ſecure you everlaſting happi- 
neſs, when you come to die. And you don't 
know how ſoon that may be. Young as you 
are, you are liable to death; there are a great 
many diſeaſes that carry off children, as well 
as grown perſons; and ſeveral of you, it's 
very likely, may die before the end of this 
year, which you are now beginning. Don't 
then put off the thoughts of death and prepar- 
ing for it to riper years; but remember your 
* creator now in the days of your youth”; 
fear him, love and ſerve him, and behave 
always as under his eye: and then if you die 
young, God will take you to himſelf through 
: fe -ſus Chriſt, to be for ever happy with him 
in heaven ; or if you live to grow up, he will 


guide you and keep you and bleſs you in all 
your ways. 


And 
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And now to conclude, having addreſſed 


myſelf to theſe poor children, to exhort them | 
to their duty, I am perſuaded you of this aſ- t 
ſembly who are in better circumſtances, will y 
give me leave to addreſs you, as their ſuitor, for || 
your liberal aſſiſtance towards the ſupport of c 
their education. And to convince you of the q 
neceſſity and utility of this charity, let me lay Tt 
before you the ſtate of the School, as it has te 
been put into my hands by the worthy Ma- ol 
nagers. pe 
It 

The Preſent State of the Charity-School th 
in GRAVEL-LANEV SOUTHWARK. of 

| fat 


HE foundation of it was laid in the 
year 1687, in the reign of King 2 
|: James the IId. when a ſchool was ſet up by Bc 
/ one Poulton a Jeſuit, and public notice was 
given, that he would inſtruct the children Gi 
i of the Poor gratis, Upon which Mr. Arthur wi 


Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warburton, and Mr. Fer- rer 
; dinando Holland, laid the Foundation of his the 
| School, to avoid the dangerous conſequences 


12 of a popiſh School, and provide for the in- 
| ſtruction of the children of the Poor in the 
Proteſtant way. 
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The number of ſcholars at firſt was forty, 
afterwards encreaſed to fifty, but now to 
two hundred. They are taught to read, 
write and cypher, (and the girls are taught to 
ſew and knit ;) and are inſtructed in the prin- 
ciples of our common Chriſtianity ; and thereby 
qualified for the ſervice of God and Man. 
It may be ſaid to be the firſt School the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters were concerned in; and here 
objects are received without diſtinction of 
parties, the common good being intended. 
It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt parts of 
this city ; and the children of the pooreſt ſort 
of watermen, fiſhermen and others, are here 
taught without any expence to their parents ; 


and are furniſhed with Spelling-books, Teſta- 


ments, - Catechiſms, Writing and Cyphering 
Books. 

The Charges have been defrayed 8 the 
Gifts and Subſcriptions of private perſons, 
with two annual collections, and the kind 
remembrance of the ſaid School by me in 
their laſt Wills. 

After this account of the nature and ſtate 
of this charity, I am perſuaded I need not 
affront you, with uſing many preſſing argu- 
ments, to obtain it your countenance and aſ- 

E ſiſtance. 
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ſiſtance. It ſpeaks for itſelf I ſhall not at. 
tempt a general commendation of Charity. 
Schools, which reſcue many poor young crea- 
tures from the ſnares of idleneſs and igno. 
rance, and abandoned wickedneſs, prevent 
their becoming peſts to ſociety, and are the 
-means of forming them for uſefulneſs here, 
and happineſs hereafter, But I ſhall juſt re- 
mind you of a few things that particularly 
recommend this. The critical time in which 
it was ſet up, render'd it a very neceffary; im- 
portant and courageous undertaking; and the 
ſame valuable end of preventing the growth 
of Popery among the Poor, which is ground- 
ed on ignorance, may be ſtill very conſider- 
ably anſwered by it. The number of year: 
b has been eſtabliſhed, and the advances it 

as been continually making ſtrongly plead 
for it. Sure we ſhould be loath to ſee an old, 
eſtabliſhed charity ſink for want of ſupport, 
in this period ſo remarkable for charity ! The 
great number of children that are now taught 
in this ſchool, more I apprehend than in any 
other, at leaſt among the Diſſenters, pawer- 
fully recommend it to your encouragement 
Sure ſuch a multitude of young Orators, as 
hon have now before you, pleading with the 
| artleſs 


ingenuous minds, more than any thing I can 


and the ſituation of this ſchool amongſt the 


your generous aſſiſtance, towards it's continu- 


rity-ſchools; which are for the moſt part lit- 


from bearing a part in ſo good a work, as that 
to which I am now inviting you. I preſume 
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artleſs countenances for your relief, muſt touch 


offer in their behalf ! And you will readily re- 
flea, that ſo extenſive a charity, while it de- 
ſerves, muſt alſo need your liberal aſſiſtance. 
And then the generous. manner in which 'tis 
conducted, being open to all forts of objects 
without diſtinction of parties, their neceſſity 
being here ſufficient to procure them reception, 
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poorer ſort of people, where it is moſt wanted, 
and is like to anſwer the beſt purpoſes; theſe 
are circumſtances which give it a plea, ſhall 
J fay, a title to your humane, benevolent re- 
gard, and will, I hope, procure at preſent 
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ing to be ſupported with ſpirit, 
The time will not allow me to diſcuſs the 
objections which are ſometimes made to Cha- 
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tle more than the excuſes of inſenſibility and 
avarice, But I forbid myſelf ſuſpecting, that 
any of you are diſpoſed to excuſe yourſelves, 
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on the contrary, that you are met together 
with the generous defign of encouraging it, 
and 
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future happineſs, by liberally contributing, 
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and that you will manifeſt your thorough 
perſuaſion, that religion is the only true wiſ- 
dom, the only means of ſecuring preſent and 


towards ſuch a number of theſe your poor, 
young, helpleſs fellow-creatures being taught 
this wiſdom, being inſtructed in their duty to 
God and Man, being formed for uſefulneſs 
and comfort in this world, and everlaſting 
happineſs in the other. And may the bleſſing 
of God, together with their's, come richly 
upon you. 
THE EN P. 
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Late Publiſhed, 


FuxzRAL SERMON, occaſioned by the Death 
of the Rev. Dr. JenninGs. 


And" ſpeedily will be Publiſhed, 


A Short Discouvksz on the Logp's Supprn, 
ſhewing it's Nature and Obligation, and particu- 


larly obviating the Fears of ſerious Perſons: about 
receiving unworthily. 05 


Both by the ſame Author, _ 
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